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Understanding Forgiveness e
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Prof. Prema Raghavan*

Abstract

Forgiveness is a continuous process, not something we do just once or twice. It is
the process of letting go of our attachment to the negative thoughts in our mind. The
only requirement is our willingness to change the thoughts in our mind. We forgive a
person but it does not mean we condone the act.

Forgiveness is to accept completely and forgive the person whom you think
has hurt you by his behaviour. This rests on the assumption that the behaviour is of
deliberate or malicious intent, which may not be true. It is choosing love over fear,
peace over conflict regardless of the circumstances affecting our lives. It is a free act
of love in its purest and highest form.

Key Words
Forgiveness, Development, Achievement, Enlightenment, Revenge.

* Prof. Prema Raghavan, (Rtd.), Regional Institute of Education, Mysuru, Karhahaka
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Dr. Ravindra Singh Rathore*
Prof. Anil Dhar**

Abstract

Supreme forgiveness is pertinent in all the three worlds. It helps to sail across the
ocean of birth and death; it enables us to be endowed with the three jewels i.e., Right
belief, Right knowledge and Right conduct and safeguards us from a miserable plight.
The persons, who without finding fault with others bear patiently the harsh words of
the rogues, accepting them as the outcome of the evil actions of their previous births.
They experience their own celestial virtues and are deeply engrossed in their self-
realization and have been termed by Lord Jinendra as gifted with supreme forgiveness.

This paper attempts to elaborate the concept of forgiveness in various schools of
thought.We know the persons gifted with supreme forgiveness, worshipped by Gods
and divine beings skilled in various arts and sciences (vidyadharas) and the innumerable
holy saints who vanquish all worldly miseries on attaining the eternal omniscience and
getting rid of the blemishes of karma have become enlightened souls .

Key Words
Original Sin, Aphimi, Insaan, Nasiya, Ksama, Daya, Krpa, Karunya, Advesa,
Anugraha-pradana, Dvaisa, Naraka, Jiva.

* Dr. Ravindra Singh Rathore, Assistant Prof., Dept. of Nonviolence and Peace, Jain Vishva
Bharati Institute, Ladnun (Raj).

**Prof. Anil Dhar, Head, Dept. of Nonviolence and Peace, Jain Vishva Bharati Institute,
Ladnun (Raj).
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Rinki Deka*

Abstract

The Vedic literature testifies the evolution and growth of the Aryan of a military
hierarchy, which also determines the nature of their secular administration. The
Rgvedasambhita is the earliest extent record of the Aryan where the information of their
settlements in India is found. For the settlement, they had to fight with the obstructing
aborigines, whom they called dasas. The Vedic literature contains much information
on warfare. War is a political institution, which generally implies hostilities and armed
conflicts between nations or states, or between parties within the same state or country.
War should be started when the forces of the enemy are in an agitated state of mind.
The Vedic people had to fight with the others for offensive and defensive purposes.
They were also proficient in the art of employing spells. Before going to the battlefield
they performed some rituals and for that they appointed a purohita. In the Vedic period,
the king was the head of the body of politics. The king went to the battlefield with his
royal priest, where he took ritualistic steps for the welfare of the king. He played the
role as the king’s well-wisher and adviser in the battlefield during the Vedic period.

Key Words
Purohita, Brahmana, King, Battlefield.

* Rinki Deka, Research Scholar, Dept. of Sanskrit, Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam.
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Atmarpit Devang*

Dr. Jayshreeben Desai**

Abstract

All living beings are looking for happiness without any exceptions, however,
because of wrong belief, they are searching for happiness in material pleasures. An
enlightened being says that searching for happiness is right but the direction is wrong.
Instead of experiencing happiness and peace inside, one wanders outside searching
for the same. With the right understanding, one can search for happiness from the
right source as shown by Jainism. Jainism advocates that first one should strive for
right belief (samyaka darsana) as it starts the journey towards liberation but due to
misinterpretation of scriptures, it has become confusing regarding the order of three
jewels described in Jainism right belief (samyaka darsana), right knowledge (samyaka
Jjfiana) and right conduct (samyaka caritra).

According to Jainism, the fruit of rational contemplation is the right belief. After
attaining the right belief, a deluded world view comes to an end, as a result, one
masters the art of manufacturing happiness. One doesn’t experience slavery of senses
and happiness gained by them, as he/she remains peaceful and happy without sense
objects outside.

Key Words
Samyaka-darsana, Moksa Self-realization, Religion, Philosophy.

* Atmarpit Devang, Research Scholar (Jainism), C.U. Shah University, Gujarat.
**Dr. Jayshreeben Desai, Research Guide, C.U. Shah University, Gujarat.
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